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SUBJECT: THE NEW LABOR CABINET 

1. SUMMARY AND COMMENT: WILSON'S CABINET IS DOMINATED 
BY MODERATES. THE KEY POSITIONS OF CHANCELLOR OF THE 
EXCHEQUER, FOREIGN SECRETARY, AND CHANCELLOR OF THE 
DUCHY OF LANCASTER ARE ALL HELD BY STRONG FRIENDS OF 
THE U.S. LABOR'S SHADOW SPOKESMEN ON THE EC AND ITS 
MOST FANATIC ANTI-MARKETEERS, MICHAEL FOOT AND PETER 
SHORE, HAVE BEEN GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR EMPLOYMENT 
AND TRADE RESPECTIVELY, THEREBY REMOVING THEM FROM 
THE ACTUAL WORK OF "RENEGOTIATING" BRITAIN'S EC MEMBER- 
SHIP. BRUSSELS WILL TAKE LITTLE COMFORT, HOWEVER, 

FROM THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF ANOTHER VETERAN ANTI-MARKET- 
EER, FRED PEART, TO HIS OLD JOB AS MINISTER OF AGRI 
CULTURE. WILSON HAS NOT YET NAMED HIS DEFENSE MINISTER. 
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2. HAROLD WILSON HAS ANNOUNCED HIS FIRST FIFTEEN 
CABINET APPOINTMENTS. THEIR AGES AND THE POSITIONS 
THEY HELD IN THE LAST LABOR GOVERNMENT, 1966-70, ARE 
GIVEN IN PARENTHESES. 

3. DENIS HEALEY - CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER (56, 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENSE). HEALEY HAS NOT BEEN 
VERY IMPRESSIVE AS SHADOW CHANCELLOR, AND MANY PEOPLE 
IN FINANCIAL CIRCLES WERE HOPING THAT WILSON WOULD 
APPOINT ROY JENKINS TO THIS CRITICAL POST INSTEAD. 

A LIBERAL PARTY SPOKESMAN HAS ALREADY CRITICIZED THE 
APPOINTMENT. 

4. JAMES CALLAGHAN - FOREIGN SECRETARY (61, CHANCELLOR 

OF THE EXCHEQUER; HOME SECRETARY). CALLAGHAN IS STRONGLY 
PRO-AMERICAN AND A STOUT DEFENDER OF NATO. IN LABOR S 
INTERNAL FIGHTING OVER THE EC, HE HAS SIDED WITH THE 
ANTI-MARKETEERS, BUT HE IS NOT A FANATIC IN THE MOLD 
OF MICHAEL FOOT OR PETER SHORE. 

5. ROY JENKINS HOME SECRETARY (53, HOME SECRETARY 

AND CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER). FORMER DEPUTY LEADER 
OF THE PARTY, HE BROKE WITH WILSON OVER THE EC ISSUE 
IN 1971. HE REJOINED THE SHADOW CABINET LAST NOVEMBER, 

BUT HE AND WILSON REMAIN ON VERY COOL TERMS. 

6. MICHAEL FOOT - EMPLOYMENT SECRETARY (60, HE DID NOT 
HOLD OFFICE IN THE LAST WILSON GOVERNMENT). HE HAS 

THE UNENVIABLE TASK OF MAKING PEACE WITH THE MINERS AND 
IMPROVING THE CLIMATE OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS IN BRITAIN. 
THE DARLING OF THE LEFT, HE WILL CLEARLY BE MORE 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE TRADE UNIONS THAN REG PRENTICE, WHO 
HELD THE EMPLOYMENT PORTFOLIO WHILE LABOR WAS IN 
OPPOSITION, AND FREQUENTLY TOOK UP MODERATE STANDS 
THAT ANNOYED LEFTWING UNION LEADERS. 

7. TONY BENN - SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDUSTRY (48, 

MINISTER OF TECHNOLOGY). THE GREAT POPULIST AND 
APOSTLE OF NATIONALIZATION; A THORN IN WILSON'S SIDE. 
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8. PETER SHORE - SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE (49, 
MINISTER OF TECHNOLOGY AND SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
ECONOMIC AFFAIRS). FANATIC ANTI-MARKETEER, AND FORMER 
SPOKESMAN ON EC MATTERS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

9. ERIC VARLEY - SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY (41, 
WILSON'S PARLIAMENTARY PRIVATE SECRETARY AND A JUNIOR 
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MINISTER). A SPONSORED CANDIDATE OF THE NATIONAL 
UNION OF MINEWORKERS. HIS APPOINTMENT FULFILLS A 
PROMISE WILSON MADE TO THE NUM. 

10. BARBARA CASTLE - SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SOCIAL 
SERVICES (62, MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT). WITH WILSON'S BACKING SHE 

TRIED IN 1969 TO ENACT LEGISLATION TO BRING INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS INTO A MORE DISCIPLINED FRAMEWORK, BUT HAD 
TO BACK DOWN IN THE FACE OF TRADE UNION OPPOSITION. 
VOTED OUT OF SHADOW CABINET 1972. LEFT WING. 

1 1 . ANTHONY CROSLAND - SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENVIRON- 
MENT (55, VARIOUS POSTS, LATTERLY SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGIONAL PLANNING). ONE OF 
THE MOST CREATIVE THINKERS IN THE PARTY, BUT LACKING 
IN POPULAR SUPPORT. 

12. HAROLD LEVER - CHANCELLOR OF THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER 
(60, FINANCIAL SECRETARY TO TREASURY AND PAYMASTER 
GENERAL). T 
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